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BRITISH ENERGY GENERATION LIMITED
HINKLEY POINT B POWER STATION — NUCLEAR SITE LICENCE No 62A
Reactor 3 Start-up Meeting Action 4 (NS)

| am writing to provide you with a response to the remaining non-start-up action placed at the 2009
Reactor 3 Start-up meeting held on 22 July 2009.

Action 4 (NS) Provide long term plan for cleaning of gas bypass plant area following contamination
event.

Following the initial event the decontamination has been divided into three phases.

Phase 1 - to carry out decontamination to ensure that operational activities could be carried out in
CZ2 conditions without the need for respirators. A managerial decision was made to put on hold pre-
start checks on reactor 3 in order for decontamination to continue so that any airborne hazard was
removed before access for operational requirements was allowed. This phase was completed on 28
July 2009.

Phase 2 ~ to continue decontamination to ensure that all accessible areas have been cleared to
background contamination levels. This work has been continuing throughout the gas bypass plant
such that the control room area accessible areas are now at background levels. A mobile platform
has been used to access upper areas to allow decontamination to continue. Reactor 3 end of the
area has been cleared to allow the autoclaves sub-change room to be used as the
dressing/undressing point for access to the gas bypass plant. Cleaning of the upper mezzanine
platforms of reactor 3 end is almost complete; the reactor 4 upper mezzanine platforms are
currently being monitored and it is anticipated that a minimal amount of cleaning will be required.
Scaffold has been erected to allow access to upper levels between the two mezzanine platforms to
progress cleaning there. In accordance with station procedures access to the mezzanine platforms
is prevented during refuelling. On completion of reactor 4 refuelling, which is programmed for next

week, access will be possible to the upper levels once again to complete T e
cleaning in that area and thereby clearing all accessible areas from the NM,'RYW'M;M“ et
reactor 4 access door to the reactor 3 access door. Somerset TA5 WD
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The plan for phase 2 is attached. It is shown with two options. Option 1 will be followed if cleaning
of reactor 4 end of the gas bypass plant is not required, and option 2 will be followed if cleaning is
required. The dates on the plan will vary depending upon the reactor 4 refuelling programme. ltis
known that asbestos dust is present under the floor plates of the walkway in the area and this
needs to be cleaned to allow project work to commence. The final stage of phase 2, whether option
1 or 2 is followed, will be to clean under the floor plates and remove asbestos and radioactive dust.
This is planned to be completed by 24 October 2009.

At the end of phase 2 it is expected that the gas bypass plant will remain at C2 classification due to
residual activity in inaccessible areas. This will be determined by my Head of Radiological
Protection.

Phase 3 - to continue decontamination of inaccessible areas if it is deemed reasonably practicable
to do so. As you are aware the gas bypass plant is a high ceiling room with numerous cable trays,
ledges, pipes and ducting that are inaccessible. To make access to these places a large amount of
scaffolding will need to be erected and the decontamination will be an extensive process. A plan for
this phase has not been fully developed as it may be determined that it is not reasonably
practicable to carry out bulk decontamination of the inaccessible areas, and that decontamination
will only take place when access is made to carry out other work.

If you require any further information please contact _
Hon —

Yours sincerely

Enc:

British Energy Generation Ltd
Hinkley Point 8 Power Station
Near Bridgwater
Somerset TASUD
T- van (0078 654600
F: 144 (ON278 654010
www.hritish-energy.com
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