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FOREWORD

This report is issued as part of the Health and Safety Executive's commitment to
make information about inspection and regulatory activities relating to the above
site available to the public. It is for distribution to members of the Sizewell A and
B Stakeholders Group (SSG) and covers activities associated with the regulation
of safety at Sizewell B. These reports are distributed quarterly and are also
available on the HSE’s web site at http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/lic/index.htm.
Site inspectors of HM Nuclear Installations Inspectorate usually attend SSG
meetings and will respond to questions raised there by members of the SSG.
Any other person wishing to enquire about matters covered by this report may
contact the HSE’s Nuclear Directorate on 0151-951-3484/3290.
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1. INSPECTIONS

The Nuclear Installations Inspectorate (NIl) made inspections at Sizewell B on
the following dates during the quarter:

18 to 22 January 2010
8 to 12 February 2010
22 to 26 March 2010

2. ROUTINE MATTERS

Inspections at Site: Inspections are undertaken at site as part of the process for
monitoring compliance with:

(i) the conditions attached by HSE/NII to the nuclear site licence;
(i) the Health and Safety at Work etc Act (HSWA) 1974 and

(iii) regulations made under the HSWA for example the lonising Radiations
Regulations 1999 and the Management of Health and Safety at Work
Regulations 1999.

This entails monitoring licensee’s actions on the site in relation to incidents,
operations, maintenance, projects, modifications, safety case changes and any
other matters which may affect safety. The licensees/operators are required to
make and implement adequate arrangements under the conditions attached to
the licence in order to ensure legal compliance. Inspections seek to judge both
the adequacy of these arrangements and their implementation. In this period
routine inspections of station covered:

Emergency preparedness.

Incidents on the site.

Staff training, qualifications and experience.

Management of operations including control and supervision.
Examination, Maintenance, Inspection and Testing.
Organisational changes.

Plant construction.

Industrial safety.

In general the arrangements made and implemented by the station in response
to safety requirements were deemed to be adequate in the areas inspected.
However, where improvements were considered necessary, satisfactory
commitments to address the issues were made by or are being sought from the
licensee, and the site inspector will monitor progress during future visits. Where
necessary, formal regulatory enforcement action will be taken to ensure that



appropriate remedial measures are implemented to reasonably practicable
timescales.

A shift emergency exercise held on 20t January 2010 was witnessed by an NI
inspection team. This was a follow-up to the demonstration emergency exercise
held on 3™ June 2009, to determine if improvements had been made to the
response by the Main Control Room and the effectiveness of search and rescue.
The NIl team concluded that satisfactory improvements had been made.

HSE Fire surveyors visited on 19" January to conduct an audit of fire safety
management at Sizewell B. Overall it was concluded that the site demonstrated a
good standard of fire safety management and some minor improvements were
requested.

An inspection was carried out to determine the extent to which Sizewell B has a
robust, well implemented operating experience system that is effective in
improving plant safety in light of internal and external events. It was concluded
that Sizewell B has satisfactory organizational learning processes in place.

A planning application under the Electricity Act 1989 has been submitted to the
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) for a spent fuel dry store. NI
is a statutory consultee and a response to DECC is required by the end of April
2010. Discussions have also been held with Sizewell B regarding the
development of suitable arrangements for regulation of this construction project.

3. NON-ROUTINE MATTERS

Licensees are required to have arrangements to respond to non-routine matters
and events. NIl inspectors judge the adequacy of the licensee’s response
including actions taken to implement any necessary improvements. Matters of
particular note considered during the current period include the following:

A controlled shutdown of the reactor was initiated, on the 17th March 2010, as a
precautionary measure, following indications of higher than normal moisture
levels within the containment building. NIl are content with the licensee’s
response and will continue to monitor the situation. NIl has visited Sizewell B to
carry out investigations and we are in discussion with the licensee regarding the
repair options. The licensee will not restart the reactor without the agreement of
HSE/NII.



4. REGULATORY ACTIVITY

Under Health and Safety legislation NIl Site Inspectors, and other HSE
Inspectors, may issue formal documents to ensure compliance with regulatory
requirements. Under nuclear site licence conditions HSE/NII issues regulatory
documents, which either permission an activity or requires some form of action to
be taken; these are collectively termed Licence Instruments (LI). In addition
inspectors may issue enforcement notices to secure improvements to safety.

There were no Licence Instruments issued during this quarter.
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