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Foreword 
This report is issued as part of ONR’s commitment to make information about inspection and 
regulatory activities relating to the above site available to the public. Reports are distributed 
quarterly to members of the site stakeholder group and are also available on the ONR website 
(www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/llc). 
 
Site inspectors from ONR usually attend the Sizewell sites stakeholder meetings and will respond 
to any questions raised there. Any person wishing to inquire about matters covered by this report 
should contact ONR. 
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1 INSPECTIONS 
 
Dates of inspection 
The ONR site and specialist inspectors made inspections on the following dates during the quarter: 
14 to 17 October 2013 
4 to 8 November 2013 
27 to 29 November 2013  
3 to 5 December 2013 
 
  

2 ROUTINE MATTERS 
 
Inspections  
Inspections are undertaken as part of the process for monitoring compliance with:  

  the conditions attached by HSE / ONR to the nuclear site licence granted under the 
Nuclear Installations Act 1965 (NIA65) (as amended);  

  the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSWA74); and  
  regulations made under HSWA74, for example the Ionising Radiations Regulations 

1999 (IRR99) and the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 
(MHSWR99).  

The inspections entail monitoring licensee’s actions on the site in relation to incidents, operations, 
maintenance, projects, modifications, safety case changes and any other matters that may affect 
safety. The licensee is required to make and implement adequate arrangements under the 
conditions attached to the licence in order to ensure legal compliance. Inspections seek to judge 
both the adequacy of these arrangements and their implementation. In this period, routine 
inspections of Sizewell B covered the following: 
 

• Incidents on the site 

• Emergency arrangements  

• Site plans, designs and specifications 

• Commissioning  

• Modification or experiment on existing plant 
 

 
Overall, the licence compliance arrangements were found to be adequate and it was judged that 
they were being implemented appropriately. However, where improvements were considered 
necessary, the licensee made satisfactory commitments to address the issues, and the site 
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inspector will monitor progress during future visits. Where necessary, ONR will take formal 
regulatory enforcement action to ensure that appropriate remedial measures are implemented to 
reasonably practicable timescales. 
In addition to our program of site licence compliance inspections, we are now inspecting operating 
reactors based on safety related systems.  Each site has a safety case, which identifies the 
important aspects of operation and management required for maintaining safety.  For Sizewell B, 
the key systems important to nuclear safety will be inspected against the requirements of the 
safety case.  We plan to inspect all the safety significant systems over a five-year period.  ONR 
considers that this will provide additional assurance that operations on the site are safe. 
During the reporting period, the system inspected was the clean air system, which provides clean, 
dried and oil free compressed air to operate and control essential and safety significant pneumatic 
valves under normal operations and fault conditions.  The system was found to meet the 
requirements of the safety case and is being adequately maintained and operated.   
 
Other work 
 
I attended the quarterly Sizewell sites stakeholder meeting. I presented my ONR site stakeholder 
report and gave a presentation of how ONR is organised and the role of the internal assurance 
function. ONR also gave a presentation to the group on the determination of the detailed 
emergency planning zone (DEPZ). The stakeholder group remain concerned that ONR is currently 
unable to provide a timeline for DEPZ determination. I provided assurances that ONR welcomes 
further dialogue when the determination on the extent of the DEPZ has been completed.   
 
Japanese earthquake response  
ONR continues to engage with the Sizewell B project delivery team to monitor the timely delivery of 
proposed enhancements. A large proportion of work is scheduled for completion during the next 
station outage towards the end of 2014.  
 
Emergency arrangements demonstration exercise 
A team of ONR safety and security inspectors witnessed a demonstration exercise against Licence 
Condition 11 - Emergency arrangements. The exercise was an annual demonstration of Sizewell 
B’s emergency and counter terrorist (CT) response. The ONR assessment team considered the 
emergency exercise to be an adequate demonstration of the Sizewell B emergency arrangements 
and counter terrorist response. The exercise presented a significant challenge to the sites’ 
emergency arrangements and the incident was brought under control in a reasonable timescale.  
 
Detailed emergency planning Zone (DEPZ) 
ONR is currently assessing the licensee’s Hazard Identification & Risk Evaluation (HIRE) report for 
Sizewell B, which is required to comply with the Radiation Emergency Preparedness and Public 
Information Regulations (REPPIR). ONR is currently reviewing the Sizewell DEPZ.  The decision 
and justification will be subject to rigorous internal review before a decision can be finalised and 
announced.  When this process is complete, the Sizewell DEPZ and its justification will be placed 
in the public domain. 
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Intermediate level waste (ILW) resin project  
An ONR radioactive waste specialist inspector undertook an inspection of the Sizewell B ILW resin 
project. The inspection was done in conjunction with a specialist from the Environment Agency’s 
nuclear waste assessment team (NWAT) as the project is going to process ILW resins for disposal 
in a future UK Geological Disposal Facility (GDF). The inspection confirmed that the waste 
packages will be produced in line with defined specifications and the package storage 
arrangements meet safety case requirements. 
 

3 NON-ROUTINE MATTERS 
 
Licensees are required to have arrangements to respond to non-routine matters and events. ONR 
inspectors judge the adequacy of the licensee’s response, including actions taken to implement 
any necessary improvements.   
During the period, there were a number of events notified to ONR by the Licensee, which were 
assessed within their arrangements and considered minor. I reviewed these and judged that there 
were no events reported to us requiring ONR investigation.   
 

4 REGULATORY ACTIVITY  
 
Under health and safety legislation, ONR site inspectors, specialist inspectors and other HSE 
inspectors, may issue formal documents to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. 
Under nuclear site licence conditions, ONR issues regulatory documents, which either permit an 
activity or require some form of action to be taken; these are usually collectively termed ‘licence 
instruments’ (LI), but can take other forms. In addition, inspectors may issue enforcement notices 
to secure improvements to safety.  
 
No licence instruments or enforcement notices were issued during the reporting period. 
    
Reports detailing the above regulatory decisions can be found on the ONR website at 
www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/pars. 
 

5 NEWS FROM ONR 
 
Insight into ONR’s work as an independent regulator of the nuclear industry can be found in ONR's 
Quarterly News. The online publication (www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/onr-quarterly-report.htm) reports 
on the key themes and developments in each of ONR's regulatory programmes and provides an 
update about the ongoing changes at ONR, as it progresses toward becoming an independent 
statutory corporation.  www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/index.htm.    For the latest news and updates from 
ONR visit the website and sign up for our ebulletin (www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/ebulletin/index.htm). 
ONR has published its first Chief Nuclear Inspector’s report summarising ONR’s independent 
judgements on the areas it regulates. 
 
With this report, we are saying that all of the sites we regulate safe and secure and are working to 
reduce hazards. There is further work to be done at some sites, particularly Sellafield, and we are 
engaging with licensees to secure improvements in specific areas. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/pars
http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/onr-quarterly-report.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/index.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/ebulletin/index.htm
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The report is available at http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/documents/cni-annual-report-2013.pdf  
 
 

6 CONTACTS 
Office for Nuclear Regulation 
Redgrave Court 
Merton Road 
Bootle 
Merseyside 
L20 7HS 
website: www.hse.gov.uk  
email:  ONREnquiries@hse.gsi.gov.uk  
This document is issued by the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR), an agency of HSE. 
For further information about ONR, or to report inconsistencies or inaccuracies in this 
publication please visit www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear.  
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